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Welcome!
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Handouts & Tonight’s Recording
No need to take notes or photograph our slides!

The recording of tonight’s event 
will be posted on the Resources 
tile on the parent portal, under 
“meetings.”

The handouts and these slides 
will be available on the 
Resources tile under “Parent 
Welcome Night Resources.”



Brian Yager
Head of School



There’s always a lot 
happening at Harker. Here 
are some highlights from 
just the last few months!



Annual Student v. Faculty Volleyball Match

Dance Jamz Production

Annual Cancer Walk

Music for the Ocean Assembly



Homestay Trip to Peru



Archaeology Trip to Greece



Getting Ready for Fall:
Summer Tips

Your Student

Our Community

Tools & Tips



Welcome to our Community! 



Catherine Snider
Assistant Director, Office 
of Communication

Alison Ung ‘10
Assistant Division 
Head, Middle 
School

Kimberly Lobe
Director of 
Advancement

Jennifer Gargano
Assistant Head of 
School, Academic 
Affairs

Tonight’s Presenters



Welcome!

Liz Davis, Ed.D.
Middle School Division Head

▪ 25 years of experience in 
middle school education

▪ B.A. from Dartmouth 
College, Ed.D. from 
Vanderbilt University

▪ Most recently middle 
school head at Alta Vista 
school in San Francisco



Jennifer Gargano
Assistant Head of School, Academic Affairs



Your Student



Customized Experience       

Optimized Learning

K-12 curriculum is designed to challenge and inspire 
as students move through the grades.

We customize your child’s experience to optimize 
learning potential.



Your Child’s Courses: 
A Path to Success

▪ Encourage a growth mindset
▪ Honor progress, not perfection
▪ Honor your children and all

Harker students
▪ Trust the process - shaped by 

experience, strengthened by 
partnership



Alison Ung ‘10 
Assistant Division Head, Middle School



Buddy Program and Ambassadors
Student to Student

▪ Many buddies are meeting tonight, contacting over 
summer, and helping at orientation in August.

▪ Buddies have lunch on the first day of school.
▪ New students/buddies in same advisory all three years.

▪ Grade 7 and 8 
Ambassadors 
visit grade 6 
advisories to 
assist in the 
transition.



Advisory

▪ A vital component of 
our school community

▪ In the fall, students are 
assigned an advisory 
group for all three 
years.

▪ Advisories meet twice a week with a focus on character 
growth and social-emotional development, community 
activities, and group bonding.



Textbooks (MBS) & Summer 
Reading

Bookstore
Online (MBS) bookstore 
goes live in portal Fri. 
July 10. Details will be 
in the Back-to-School 
Hub.

Summer Reading
New students will get 
summer reading 
information in early 
May.



Summer Programs
Cool courses ■ Make some new friends



BASE: Before- & 
After-School Enrichment

▪ Register on portal beginning Mon., Aug. 3
▪ Activity Avenue, Fun Friday
▪ Spirit events, community service
▪ Lots of cool choices!



Fall Athletics

▪ Register on portal beginning Aug. 3
▪ Complete athlete participation form on Magnus
▪ Tues., Aug. 25 - fall season starts 
▪ Wed., Sept. 2 - fall sports parent/student meeting

● Softball
● Flag football
● Swimming
● Cross country
● Girls lacrosse
● Golf 

tournament



Transportation

▪ Transportation initiatives support our sustainability 
efforts at all campuses

▪ Being responsible neighbors



Meeting City of San Jose use permit requirements 
with carpools or Harker buses:

○ arrive with one student before 7:30 a.m.
○ carpool with another middle school student
○ drive to a designated meeting place and ride 

our Harker bus to the middle school



Important Dates

Handy reference with all 
the important dates for 
you between now and 
the start of school.



Kim Lobe
Director of Advancement



Our Community 



Volunteer Programs

▪ Grade Level Coordinators (GLCs)
▪ Parent Ambassadors
▪ Parent Development Council (PDC)



Grade Level Coordinators
▪ Monthly coffees, other social events for parents
▪ Communicate information about school events -

Harker Day, etc.
▪ Coordinate volunteers for Cancer Walk, Halloween 

and Valentine’s Day snacks, and winter festivities



Parent Ambassadors
Parent to Parent

▪ Get answers to your questions
▪ Your ambassador will contact you early June 
▪ Returning grade 5 families may request an 

ambassador



Parent Development Council
Parent volunteers help the advancement team 
raise annual giving dollars each year.



The Eagle Store
▪ Spirit wear

▪ Tommy Hilfiger link for 
school uniforms

▪ P.E. uniforms

▪ Accessories for adults 
and children

▪ Store on upper school 
campus; tile on portal

eaglestore.harker.org



Uniform Fitting Events

Fitting events are at the 
upper school campus.

eaglestore@harker.org

Friday, May 1
Mon., May 18 - Fri., May 29 
▪ Sign up for a 30-minute 

appointment
▪ Email earlier this week for 

returning families; May 1 
for new families.



Upcoming Events

Fri., June 5 I 6-8 p.m.: TK-12 New Parent Reception
Upper School Campus



Sat., Oct. 3 I 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Harker Day (76th annual picnic/homecoming)



Catherine Snider
Assistant Director, Office of Communication



Tools & Tips



Parent Communication Handout

This document 
has more tools 
and tips than we 
can cover tonight 
so keep it handy!



New Families

On April 23 you received an 
email from …

communications@harker.org

… with your username and 
password reset link.

Tip: 
Invite expires in 

24 hours



In Case You Miss It :-)



Click on home page icon or bookmark portals.harker.org



Parent Portal and Division Pages



Family & Student Information Tile

▪ Update contact info
▪ Access grade reports
▪ We require each parent to have a 

unique primary email address.



Health Information

▪ Health info collected electronically through 
Magnus Health Record.

▪ You will receive an email from the nurse soon with 
detailed instructions. It’s easy! 15 minutes per child.

▪ Child’s grade will be correct for this year, and will 
update to next year’s grade in June.

Questions? Contact nurse: traci.senegal@harker.org

Health Info Due May 14



Summer (Optional) Homework :-)



Greatest Hits: Now through June

Launching
Wed., June 10
in the portal.

▪ Health Info
▪ Family & Student Info
▪ Back-to-School Hub



Questions?

communications@harker.org



Thanks for coming!


